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Conference 2017 

Amplified and Enriched: KY Teachers as Change 
Agents 

Last year 200+ ELA professionals gathered to celebrate effective 

teaching and learning-  to learn from one another, to find their teacher 

voice, and to  share new ideas and strategies.  This year’s conference 

will be held in Lexington  at the Embassy Suites on Friday, Feb. 24, and 

Saturday, Feb. 25, 2017. Stay tuned for some exciting changes and 

updates on the conference!   KCTE Conference Page   

 Proposal submission is open!  

QR codes are not new. They have been around for some time, yet 

they are often overlooked by educators. A QR code is nothing 

more, in simplest terms, than an image that a student can scan with 
their smart phone or IPad and it leads to a website, a text, a contact 

or Google Map, or even to a sound file.  I Use http://www.qr-code-

generator.com/#  to create free QR Codes, but there are many free 

QR Generators online- some that can even differentiate by color 

and logo/image!  So how can you use QR Codes in your 

classroom? Read on for just a few ways you can integrate 
technology for a purpose and provide instant accessibility for all 

students using QR Codes.   

How can QR Codes be used in the classroom?  

A book Checkout system. Create a Google Form- name, book 

title, date checked out and have students scan the QR code 

to get to this page in order to sign out books in your 

classroom.  

Digital Bins- Create a bulletin board with QR Codes to frequent 

resources you will use for a unit. Citation Guides, Readings 

and more can be at instant access with your QR Codes.  

Create a laminated resource sheet for student desks. Same 

idea as the Digital Bins- only these QR Codes might lead to 

an online dictionary, thesaurus, etc.  

Differentiate.  Create versions of an assignment on Google 

Docs to link via QR Codes. Students who are struggling 

might be directed to click on Code#1 and those who are 

accomplished might click on Code #2.  Continued p2 

Using QR Codes in the ELA 

Classroom  

http://kcte.org/confer/
http://www.qr-code-generator.com/
http://www.qr-code-generator.com/


QR Codes in the classroom:  

It could be the same reading with different questions- or two lev-

els of the same reading or topic.  

Interactive Worksheets or readings. Students can read the mate-

rial you provide with the added QR codes that might lead to 

connected information, a video, etc. to enhance learning.  

Create centers- get movement in your lessons!  Educators un-

derstand that movement is important to learning. Set up QR 

codes in stations for students to move around and access.  

(Again, think about differentiating- set up pathways for stu-

dents to follow according to their needs.  Bobby may visit QR 

#1, 5, and 8 while Susan visits 2, 4 and 6.)  

Create polls for students to quickly access and complete.  

Instant access to online quizzes or exercises. (No more typing in 

difficult URL’s or having a student move off that page! A quick 

scan and they are back to where they need to be!)  

Create editing and revising task cards! The QR code might lead 

to a short lesson and directive to check sentence length or try 

a new way to hook the reader in your introduction, etc.  

Create a Scavenger Hunt- Here’s one for Grammar to start:  

Save a tree! Instead of hard copies, QR codes can quickly open 

resources - limited only by your imagination/needs. Get your stu-

dents up and moving! Differentiate! QR codes are super easy to 

make and they add a layer of activity and inquiry in the class-

room regardless of the age of your students.   

How are you using QR Codes in the ELA classroom? Post your 

ideas on our Facebook or Twitter page or submit your ideas for 

the newsletter!  

 

For further information visit the following Sites on Using QR Codes in the 

Classroom:  

https://eltexperiences.com/2015/07/22/10-ways-to-use-qr-codes-in-the-
classroom/  (This site also provides a step-by-step guide to using QR-
Code-Generator).  

http://www.nsseo.org/wp-content/uploads/Using-QR-Codes-to-Enhance-
Classroom-Instruction-2.pdf  

http://www.bestcollegesonline.com/blog/50-great-ways-to-use-qr-codes-in-
the-college-classroom/   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Students finish early? Scan 

the QR Code to Story a Day 

This QR Code could be posted 
as student reference or at a 
center– Parts of Speech Ref.  

http://www.classtools.net/QR/teacher.php?fold=31&fname=Q8KJF
https://www.facebook.com/kctelaorg/?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/search?q=KY%20council%20Teachers%20of%20English%2FLanguage%20Arts&src=typd
https://eltexperiences.com/2015/07/22/10-ways-to-use-qr-codes-in-the-classroom/
https://eltexperiences.com/2015/07/22/10-ways-to-use-qr-codes-in-the-classroom/
http://www.nsseo.org/wp-content/uploads/Using-QR-Codes-to-Enhance-Classroom-Instruction-2.pdf
http://www.nsseo.org/wp-content/uploads/Using-QR-Codes-to-Enhance-Classroom-Instruction-2.pdf
http://www.bestcollegesonline.com/blog/50-great-ways-to-use-qr-codes-in-the-college-classroom/
http://www.bestcollegesonline.com/blog/50-great-ways-to-use-qr-codes-in-the-college-classroom/


                                        

 

KEB Call for Manuscripts 

 

 

 

 

Deadline:  February 28, 2017 

Theme: Teacher Advocates Make Teacher Leaders 

What is a teacher advocate? Katy Ridnouer in her book, Everyday En-
gagement, defines an advocate as a “person who supports or promotes 
the interests of another…one who promotes a cause.” Teachers exempli-
fy these characteristics in the classroom, with colleagues, parents, the 
local community, and over professional issues within and beyond the 
state. 

How do you advocate for your students?  

  How do you vest time in your school’s site-based decision making 
 council?   

 How do you make decisions that are in the best interest of your stu
 dents?   

 How do you attempt to meet the special needs of all students even 
 though you may be met with resistance from parents or administra-
tion?   

 How do you collaborate with your colleagues regarding opportunities 
for  students to learn? 

How do you advocate for your colleagues? 

 How do you share information regarding national educational trends, 
state policies that can impact classroom practices?  

 How do you seek professional resources, or funding for professional 
development opportunities? 

How do you advocate for your profession? 

 How do you involve yourself in educational contexts outside the class-
room? 

 How do you seek to influence state or national decision-making on 
issues and policies regarding educational issues? 

All of these questions point to teacher advocacy, which leads to teacher 
leadership. A teacher leader advocates for the teaching profession and 
for decisions that may affect student learning. Have you played the role 
of advocate in your professional community?  

For this issue of the KEB, we want you to share your stories and your 
strategies, your struggles and your successes; give us a glimpse of what 
valuable work has been done and what worthwhile work still lies ahead 
for educators in our state. 

Articles from 500 to 2500 words are welcome. The manuscript should be sub-
mitted as a single-spaced Microsoft Word docx or doc file attachment. Electron-
ic submissions are preferred:  <keb@kcte.org>.  Hard copies may be mailed to 

Dr. Judith Szerdahelyi, English Department, Western Kentucky University, 1906 
College Heights Blvd. #11086, Bowling Green, KY 42101-1086. 

For complete Editorial Policy and other standing Sections for publication– 
see http://kcte.org/publication/kentucky-english-bulletin/  

mailto:keb@kcte.org%3e.
http://kcte.org/publication/kentucky-english-bulletin/


Looking for Global Literature 

Trying to add global literature to your classroom or lesson plans? Two re-

sources from Primary Source guide provides  multiple viewpoints through 

literature and stories to avoid the danger of ña single storyò about cultures. 

By the way, if you havenôt seen Chimamanda Adichieôs TED Talk about the 
ñThe Danger of a Single Story,ò click the link to watch it. Only by finding 
your own authentic cultural voice, can you listen to the stories of others. 

Global Read ï Primary Source Teacher Toolkit 

Primary Source offers its 6th annual Global Read. This is a free teaching 

toolkit with resources, reviews and background materials for teaching 

global texts in your classroom. The most recent toolkit features ñLooking 

for Transwonderland,ò a travel memoir about modern Nigeria by Noo 

Saro-Wiwa. 

Primary Source ï Global Literature Recommendations for K-12 

This site contains lists of award-winning literature by grade levels and 

countries along with graphic novels and author talks. The site also con-

tains excellent book lists and websites for exploring and using multicul-

tural and global literature in your lessons and classroom libraries. 

If you have existing literature and you need a way of discerning how unbi-

ased or diverse it might be, the site also has several tools to use for critically 

evaluating text. I like this one-page questionnaire to spark discussion and 

thinking about text I might use in the classroom. Making intentional and 

deliberate use of text that speaks to authentic, equal and inclusive writing is 

one way to bring the world inside your class. 

By Kelly Clark  kelly.clark@education.ky.gov  

Reprinted with permission from KY Teacher. You can find the article HERE.  

 

Twitter 

KCTE.org  

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔ ×ÉÔÈ +#4%Ȧ  

&ÁÃÅÂÏÏË 

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en
http://resources.primarysource.org/transwonderland
http://resources.primarysource.org/globalliterature
http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/general/Reading%20Diversity%20Lite%E2%80%94Teacher's%20Edition2.pdf
mailto:kelly.clark@education.ky.gov
http://www.kentuckyteacher.org/bulletin-board/resources/2016/06/looking-for-global-literature/
https://twitter.com/KCTE_LA
http://kcte.org
https://www.facebook.com/kctelaorg/?fref=ts


Competitions and Awards!  

Student Writing Contest:  

Who: K-College Level/Teacher must be KCTE Member to submit. 

What: Poetry, Informative/Explanatory, Opinion/Argumentative, 

and Narrative Real or Imagined.  

When: Deadline is May 31 to submit student work.  

So what? First place winners in any category = Free membership 

for a year!  

More information HERE.  

 

 

 

PRESLM: Student Literary Magazine Competition (NCTE) 

Who: Middle, Junior and Senior High Schools  

What:  Recognizes students, teachers, and schools for producing ex-

cellent literary magazines. The program’s mission is to encourage all 

schools to develop literary magazines and seek excellence in writing 

and school-wide participation in production.  

When: Deadline is usually July 31st and can be mailed via instruc-

tions to the State Coordinator.  

See website for further information.  

 

 

 

Stephanie Kirk Classroom Learning Award 

Who: Any ELA teacher who is a member of KCTE but not on the 

board.  

Purpose: To promote teaching of reading/writing in classrooms 

and to honor former board member, Stephanie Kirk.  

What: Any innovative project which encourages attainable im-

provement in language arts areas may qualify. The winner of the 

award must present the results of the project at the KCTE conference 

in February the following year.  

When: Submissions for the award will be accepted until Novem-

ber 1, 2016  

 So what? The award will provide $500 (to be used in the class-

room), the registration fee for the KCTE conference and complimen-

tary hotel accommodations for one winner.  

To apply, complete the application form and return to address listed on 

the form 

 

Many other Educator Awards listed Here.  

http://kcte.org/contests
mailto:amy.clancy@wv.kyschools.us
http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/PRESLM
https://kcte.submittable.com/submit/36987
http://kcte.org/award/


Dig into Literacy with the KY Writing Project 

 

KY Writing Project—Improving K-14 Student Achievement Through Re-

search-Based Practices in Writing  

Saturday September 17- New Science Building Eastern Kentucky Uni-

versity Richmond, Kentucky   

Who should come: P-20 educators interested in improving literacy in-

struction  

What you will do: Learn strategies for improving student achieve-

ment in literacy. Experience the argument/opinion writing i3 College-

Ready Writing Program work of the National Writing Project. Engage 

in writing from primary sources for US History with Zoom In! online En-

hance classroom literacy practices through active demonstrations  

 

Bring the Arts into Language Arts/English 

 A new educational program from the Kentucky Arts Council is offering 

teachers and school administrators the opportunity to bring quality Ken-

tucky-based visual and performing artists into schools as part of its 

Showcasing the Arts grant.  

Any Kentucky school, public or private, that supports preschool through 

12th grade may apply for Showcasing the Arts. Schools must provide a 

space to perform, technical arrangements and travel reimbursement for 

the artists. The arts council pays the artist fees.  

Thirty-one participating artists have been selected for inclusion in the 

newly created Showcasing the Arts Directory, drawing from adjudicated 

members of the Performing Artists and Teaching Artists directories. 

Those artists will demonstrate their art forms and share their own crea-

tive processes with students, following the four processes in the new 

Kentucky Academic Standards for the Arts: creating, performing/

producing/presenting, reflecting and connecting.  

Kentucky Arts Council 
500 Mero St. 
21st Floor, Capital Plaza Tower 
Frankfort, KY 40601-1987 
502-564-3757 ext. 486 
http://www.artscouncil.ky.gov 

 

NCTE National Convention "Faces of  Advocacy"  

 

Great Opportunity for KY English/Language Arts teachers!!!!  Atlanta, GA, is 
preparing the way for hundreds of teachers and administrators as they flock 
to the NCTE National Conference, November 17th-20th.  NCTE has over 
25,000 members worldwide and many will rush to Atlanta in Novem-
ber.  Donõt Miss out! . 

 

KCTE/LA Inc.  

www.kcte.org  

Newsletter Editor: Amy Clancy– amy.clancy@wv.kyschools.us 

 

http://www.kentuckywritingproject.com/fall-conferences.html
http://artscouncil.ky.gov/KAC/Creativity/STA.htm
http://www.artscouncil.ky.gov/
http://www.ncte.org/annual
http://www.ncte.org/annual
http://www.ncte.org/annual
http://www.kcte.org
mailto:amy.clancy@wv.kyschools.us

